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his brilliant acting career 
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Gov. Doug Ducey delivers his State of the State address Monday at the state Capitol in Phoenix. The speech was s notable 
for its lack of controversial topics — and several political observers said that was by design. MICHAEL CHOW/THE REPUBLIC 


In election year, Ducey 
aims at middle ground 


State of the State lacked hot-button issues, openings for opponents 


Yvonne Wingett Sanchez Arizona Republic 


USA TODAY NETWORK 


tails. 


tack him, though they did pounce on his lack of de- 


The speech was so safe, it could have been deliv- 


Facing re-election, Gov. Doug Ducey used his 
most important moment of the year to appeal for 
unity. 

This week, in his final State of the State address 
before asking voters to return him to the executive 
office, the Republican governor was not the big- 
talking candidate of three years ago. 

He did not take on hot-button socialissues or un- 
veil a signature policy issue, other than education 
funding — one he has long discussed. 

Ducey sought to avoid a repeat of last year’s 
speech, in which he raised hopes of a bipartisan ap- 
proach to education and significant pay raises for 
teachers. He gave Democrats few openings to at- 


ered by any of his rivals — and several political ob- 
servers say that was by design. 

He invoked issues that should bridge any politi- 
cal or ideological divide, such as fighting opioid 
abuse, seizing illegal drugs and guns at the border, 
and going after impaired wrong-way drivers. 

From a purely political standpoint, observers 
say, Ducey’s 56-minute speech Monday afternoon 
was likely intended to appeal to moderate voters — 
particularly Republican women and independents, 
a portion of the electorate that traditionally is up for 
grabs. 

“He’s tailoring it for a broad appeal ... and he’s 


See DUCEY, Page 13A 


Phoenix eyes harassment policy for politicians 


Jessica Boehm Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Phoenix’s city charter is silent as to 
what happens if an elected official is ac- 
cused of sexual harassment. 

Councilwoman Kate Gallego wants 
to change that. 

“Harassment happens at all levels of 


government, so it’s a concern for us at 
the city of Phoenix,” Gallego said. 

The councilwoman said she looked 
into the city’s policy after hearing the 
allegations of sexual harassment at the 
state Capitol and was surprised to learn 
there wasn't one for officials. 

“It seems clear that in today’s world, 
there needs to be a clear policy and pro- 


cedure,” Gallego said. 

There is a comprehensive policy re- 
garding sexual harassment by Phoenix 
employees, but Gallego said a separate 
policy that includes an outside review 
of all allegations is needed for elected 
officials. 


See HARASSMENT, Page 8A 


Trump uses 
crude term 
in discussion 
of migrants 


In bluntly vulgar language, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump questioned Thurs- 
day why the U.S. would accept more 
immigrants from Haiti and “shithole 
countries” in Africa as he rejected a bi- 
partisan immigration deal, according 
to people briefed on the Oval Office 
conversation. 

The contemptuous description 
startled lawmakers in the meeting and 
revived charges that Trump is racist. 
The White House did not deny his re- 
mark but said Trump supports immi- 
gration policies welcoming “those who 
can contribute to our society.” 1B 


@ usa TODAY 
Nation & World report in Section B 


Senate group, 
White House 
remain at odds 
on DACA deal 


Alan Fram and Andrew Taylor 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Three Republican 
and three Democratic senators said 
Thursday that they’d reached an elec- 
tion-year accord to protect hundreds 
of thousands of young immigrants 
from deportation and to bolster border 
security. But the White House and sev- 
eral GOP lawmakers said they’d not 
accepted the proposal, plunging the is- 
sue back into uncertainty just eight 
days before a deadline that threatens a 
government shutdown. 

Two of the bargainers — No. 2 Sen- 
ate Democrat Richard Durbin of Illi- 
nois and Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C. 
— traveled to the White House early 
Thursday to shop their framework to 
President Donald Trump in the Oval 
Office. The pact also includes restric- 
tions on immigrants’ abilities to bring 
relatives to the U.S. and termination of 
a visa lottery system that has helped 
gain entry for people from African and 
other diverse countries. 

“Tm hopeful it will lead to a break- 
through,” Graham, who has forged a 
close relationship with Trump despite 
their prior political rivalry, told report- 
ers afterward. 


See DACA, Page 8A 
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“The American peo- 
ple ... don’t want 
this pine needle of a 
proposal that was on 
the table today.” 


Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., on bipartisan 
Senate group’s agreement on immigration reform 


GCU BASKETBALL 


States urged to require 


Grand Canyon University fans get revved up before 
the Antelopes’ 70-59 loss Thursday night to New 
Mexico State at GCU Arena in Phoenix. Find a recap 
at sports.azcentral.com. PATRICK BREEN/THE REPUBLIC 


work for Medicaid help 


The Trump administration says it will encourage 
states to place work requirements on Medicaid 
recipients, a step toward a long-standing GOP goal 
of overhauling the program serving low-income 
Americans. The order would mark a significant shift 
in how the health-care plan is administered. 14A 


4 Arizona Sam’s to close 


Sam’s Club stores in Casa Grande, San Tan Plaza in 
Chandler, Scottsdale and Prescott Valley will close 
as part of nationwide cuts by the big retailer. 14A 


Weather 


High 72° XLow 48° 
Mostly sunny. More, 2A 
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